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ADSC Eastern Canadian Chapter
by Jason Bindseil B.A., E.T.
President – ADSC Eastern Canadian Chapter

A Year In Review

The Eastern Canadian Chapter of the ADSC
has had many successes in its inaugural year.
With the final meeting of 2014 taking place
in December, the Chapter has a dedicated
membership of manufacturers, suppliers,
contractors, consultants and educators that
work within or support the drilled
shaft industry.
Our mandate at the Chapter level is to promote
the use of drilled shaft, anchored earth
retention and micropiling systems through
offering an outlet for research, education and
peer-to-peer communication.
The Chapter was encouraged by well attended
first and second meetings whereby the
membership agreed on the number of formal
meetings per year and the development of three
committees. The committees selected were:
•

Safety

•

Education

• Associates

Bottom Left: Mike Moore,
CEO of ADSC, The International Association of Foundation Drilling

The Safety Committee will focus on
identifying the hazards that exist within
the drilled shaft industry and mitigate these
through the use of engineered controls
(re-design), education and/or administration.
The committee’s goal is to assemble, evaluate
and disseminate safety related information
from the construction industry and MOL to
our ADSC members. In doing so, we will create
added value for our members through best-inclass performance in environment, safety and
health and respond in an appropriate manner to
proposed safety standards or regulations which
may affect our industry.

The Associate Members Committee mandate
is to offer the “supplier/manufacturer” point
of view on ADSC programs, initiatives and
overall industry direction. The committee is
also charged with raising the level of member
participation and offers meaningful product
and service presentations.
The Eastern Canadian Chapter of the ADSC
is a not-for-profit organization. For more
information on membership and/or upcoming
events, please visit the website at adscecc.ca
or email at info@adscecc.ca G

The focus of the Education Committee is to
educate on the proper design, construction
and application of drilled shafts and anchored
earth retention systems. Through these
educational programs, we will ensure that the
highest quality construction standards and safe
operations are maintained while striving to
foster and ensure confidence in the continued
and future use of these systems.

Bottom Right: Mark Montgomery,
Secretary, ADSC Eastern Canadian Chapter
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Profile

Company
The Anchor Group of Companies

Dawn Tattle

Location
Toronto, Ontario

P. Eng.

President and Partner

Why did you get into the shoring and deep
foundation field? Although my father is a cofounder of Anchor Shoring, I had no intention
of going into construction as a career. My last
summer in high school, he needed a clerk on
one of their sites and offered me the position.
To my surprise (and his) I found that I had a
real passion for this type of work and decided
to pursue civil engineering. After earning my
degree I started my career with a structural
consulting firm. It was a great learning
experience, but I missed the excitement and
challenges that contracting and being on site
offer, so when my father approached me to
return to Anchor, I seized the opportunity.
It was a great decision! I love the work and
the people. The projects are unique, each with
their different challenges to be overcome. The
workdays pass quickly and I find the work to be
very fulfilling.
What trends have you seen in the deep
foundation field over your career and what
has changed the most? Projects are becoming
increasingly complex. Property costs are at a
premium and site availability for developers is
low. As a result, sites are very tight. On some
occasions the length of the soldier piles we install
are longer than the site footprint dimensions!
We are contending with these conditions as well
as the presence of existing utilities, coordination
with other trades, difficult soil conditions,
pedestrians, traffic, design changes and the list
continues. Any of these items in isolation would
present challenges, but all these factors acting in
concert present significant potential hazards to
the safety of site workers.
In this environment, safety is paramount and
has become increasingly so. It is at the forefront
of every decision we make at Anchor Shoring,
from the initial decision to bid and throughout
every stage of a project. To maintain our high
standards of safety requires constant vigilance,
awareness, training, inspection and feedback
from everyone involved at every level of
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the company. At Anchor, we are focused
on safety, not just for ourselves, but we also
participate actively at the provincial and
industry levels as well. I am privileged to serve
as an employer member on the Prevention
Council of Ontario, which advises the Minister
of Labour (MOL) and the Chief Prevention
Officer on a wide range of occupational health
and safety issues across all sectors. This has also
provided me with new insights into safety which
I have brought back to Anchor and we share
with our industry groups.
In your opinion, what are the greatest
challenges facing this field? All the work in
this field happens below grade, so the public
does not see and is usually unaware of shoring
and foundation work. For this reason I do not
think the public appreciates how interesting,
challenging and rewarding our field is. As a
result, young people entering the workforce are
not privy to the rewarding careers that can be
had in construction. This results in a shortage of
people entering the field at all levels: operators,
labourers, superintendents, engineers, the list
goes on. Throughout the industry, companies
struggle to bring in young people to replace the
skilled individuals who are now looking
to retire.
What are the top three projects you worked
on and why? On every project we are committed
to collaborating with clients and consultants to
provide safe, high quality, innovative solutions.
We have completed close to 5,000 projects in
the 46 years since Anchor Shoring was founded,
some of which are featured on our website at
anchorshoring.com. Narrowing these down
to three hundred top projects would be a
challenge, let alone only three! The complexity
of the projects that we tackle demands that we
continually innovate and train to ensure we
have the technical skills to do the job at the level
of excellence we’re accustomed to delivering.
1. Anchor Shoring installing rock socket caissons 34 metres deep
at One Bloor East, Toronto, with a BG40 drill rig. Excavation
supported by caisson wall braced with regroutable tiebacks.
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Dawn Tattle Continued ...
We completed over 2,300 caisson wall drilled
holes with a total length of over 50 km for the
York-Spadina Subway Extension using 14 drill
rigs. At Emerald City condominium project
in North York, we installed 1,350 Continuous
Flight Auger (CFA) piles with a total drill length
of more than 23 km as well as shoring and
caissons. Our contract for the Highway 407 East
Extension includes installation of 578 driven
H-piles 22,000 lineal meters. These projects
provide a cross section of just some of the types

Industry news
by Stephen Gazo President of IDE

IDE In Canada

of projects which we have constructed.
What would you like to tell everyone about
yourself that not many people know?
For many years I have been a guest lecturer
at universities, high schools, career days and
industry groups. This past fall I was a rookie
professor at the University of Toronto, teaching
a Construction Management course in the Civil
Engineering Department. I gained a whole new
respect for Profs! I enjoyed sharing “lessons-

learned” and using actual examples to
illustrate important concepts, particularly with
respect to safety and identifying hazards. I have
come across former students who have told
me how the class helped prepare them for
field work in their summer jobs. That has been
incredibly rewarding.
G

“Ultimately, we plan to be a one-stop shop for the
drilling industry in Canada, offering equipment sales
and rental as well as parts and service support.”

Stephen Gazo is President of International Drilling Equipment.

International Drilling Equipment, Inc. (IDE)
was founded in 2007. The company began as a
distributor of Casagrande foundation equipment,
and today IDE is the exclusive Casagrande
distributor in much of the United States and
all of Canada.
Casagrande designs and manufactures hydraulic
crawler cranes, large diameter piling rigs,
micropile rigs and other types of foundation
equipment. Throughout their history, Casagande
has constantly implemented improvements
to their equipment. In addition to Casagrande,

IDE is bringing to Canada hi-tech jet grouting
equipment and high volume mixing equipment
from Metax, an Italian firm and industry leader,
and Vibro piling rigs from PTC. IDE is excited to
introduce this equipment to Canada, where we
feel it will prove advantageous to many of
our customers.
To better serve the Canadian market, we have
recently established a shop and yard in the
Toronto area offering Casagrande, Metax and
PTC equipment sales and rental as well as repairs
and service. Our goal is to get our customers’

2. Casagrande B300

If you would like to learn more about IDE,
Casagrande, Metax or PTC, we invite you to visit
our website, www.idedrills.com, email us at
info@idedrills.com, or call our Canadian office
at 780-800-6232. G

3. Casagrande C850
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equipment repaired and running within 24 hours
or less and having a dedicated shop and yard in
the GTA makes this possible. Ultimately, we plan
to be a one-stop shop for the drilling industry in
Canada, offering equipment sales and rental as
well as parts and service support.
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Tech Watch //
By Gary L. Seider P.E. Committee Chair

Technical Activities Update:
Deep Foundations Institute —Helical Piles
and Tiebacks Committee
The mission statement for the Helical Piles and Tiebacks Committee
is: “To advance the acceptance and use of helical piles and tiebacks and
ultimately achieve worldwide recognition as a valued deep foundation
and earth retention system. This shall be achieved via research,
education, specification, and code development advanced and driven
by a volunteer organization consisting of helical manufacturers, design
professionals and contractors.” This mission statement is posted on the
committee webpage.
The Helical Piles and Tiebacks Committee is actively working on several
projects directed toward advancing the practice and understanding of
helical piles and tiebacks. The current committee roster consists of 43
professionals from all over the United States and Canada. The committee
meets at least twice a year as a group and several times throughout the
year via conference call. The Committee’s University Presentation on
Helical Piles and Tiebacks has been narrated by Dr. Samuel Clemence of
Syracuse University and is now available for download from the Helical
Piles and Tiebacks Committee’s page at dfi.org/commhome.asp?HLPR.
To download the narrated presentation and the guidance notes, go to
the “Recent News” section in the middle of the page. The University
Presentation link is listed next to the June 6th, 2014 release date.
The Committee has published a Model Specification for Helical Anchor
Foundations – Tension Applications. To purchase an editable Word®
document, contact lseebach@dfi.org or call DFI at 973-423-4030.

A PDF version of the Model Specification is available on the DFI
website under the Publications tab. A working group has been meeting
approximately twice a month with Technical Activities Manager
Mary Ellen Bruce to work on the Model Specification for Helical Pile
Foundations – Compression Applications. The draft Model “Compression”
Specification is complete and will be sent to the DFI Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) for review and comment.
The 2014 Helical Piles and Tiebacks Committee Specialty Seminar was
held April 3rd at the Ameristar Casino in St. Charles, MO. 75 people
attended. 10 presentations were given, with topics ranging from the
North American helical pile market, settlement based helical pile design,
case histories, and helical pile history. Doctors Samuel Clemence and
Alan Lutenegger presented at the April 3rd Specialty Seminar a summary
of their findings from the helical pile State of Practice Survey taken
last summer/fall. This was a 2013 Committee Projects Fund research
program. Their results were informative and will be used by the HPTC
to drive future projects. Their paper on this topic will be presented in the
DFI Journal in the near future.
If you wish to get involved with this Helical Piles and Tiebacks
Committee, please contact the author at glseider@hubbell.com G

Helical Piles and Tiebacks Committee Meeting
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One Day Seminar on the Design, Testing, Installation
and Application of Helical Piles and Micropiles
On January 20th, 2015, from 8am to 5pm, we invite you to the Mississauga
Convention Centre for a one day seminar that will provide techniques and
knowledge to ensure the proper application, design, material selection,
specification and installation of helical piles and micropiles. The seminar
will be split up into keynote presentations and smaller, break-out sessions.
Participants will be given a theoretical review of both Chance Helical Piles
and Micropiles used in compression, tension and lateral applications.
This seminar serves as an educational tool in deep foundation design
and applications.

At this seminar, you will:
• Receive an in-depth review of replacing traditional deep
foundations with helical piles or micropiles
• Deepen your geotechnical and structural knowledge of these
progressive systems
• Enjoy keynote speakers and break-out sessions
• Have opportunities to network with industry peers and colleagues
• Receive a Professional Development Certificate for 8 PDH Credits

prOpOSED AGEnDA
micropile Structural Consideration

helical piles:
Helical Pile History
Helical Pile Design and Construction Methodologies
Typical Terminations (new construction and retrofit)

Breakout Session A:
Load Test Demonstration
Helical Piles and Micropiles

Sample Specifications

Helical Load Test Database

Corrosion
Buckling Misconceptions

Breakout Session B:

Field Inspection

Micropile Applications and Case Histories

Dealing with Lateral Loads
Limit States Design: Geotechnical and Structural perspectives

Breakout Session C:
Helical Pile Applications and Case Histories

micropile installation methods:
Geotechnical Considerations for micropile Design

Breakfast, lunch and beverages will be provided

rEGiStrAtiOn DEtAiLS

For more information on the Seminar:

the seminar fee is $99 per person.

OnLinE: w w w.ebsgeo.com/seminar

please visit https://ebsgeo.eventbrite.ca to register for the seminar.

phOnE: 519 648 3613
EmAiL: seminar@ebsgeo.com
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